Nosocomial diarrhoea.
Toroviruses have been reported as a new cause of nosocomial viral diarrhoea, and the role of astroviruses has been further elucidated. Polymerase chain reaction methods promise to improve the diagnosis and understanding of the aetiology and control of hospital-acquired viral gastroenteritis. A clearer picture of the impact and extent of Clostridium difficile diarrhoea has emerged, and several control measures have been described. An epidemic Clostridium difficile strain and toxin A-deficient strains have been reported. There is growing evidence that enterotoxin-producing Clostridium perfringens can also cause antibiotic-associated diarrhoea.